shelly Solon Darby, 248-351-3292, sspion{@freepress.com

ﬂ;MJ.:? e,/ 200g

www.freep,com  Detroit Free Pre:

Proctas by ROMALN BLAKLA

Members of the Michigan Treasure Hunters (MTH) use metal detectors to find treasure. Above, Pat Saylor, 60, of Livonia, center, gives tips to Les Cuttinghan‘(in red T-shil
wife, Cindy Shadack (in pink blouse), of Redford Township about using their new metal detector during the April 22 meeting at Faith Lutheran Church in Livonia.

LOOK WHAT | FOUND!

The bunt’s the thrill for Livonia-based club

By TOM LANG
FREE FRESS SPECIAL WHITER

Whether young or old,
members of the Michigan
Treasure Hunters all seem to
be kids at heari.

You see them walking the
beaches, searching through
fialds — sweeping their metal
detectors back and forth just
mehes above the ground —
hoping for a strike.

“It's just the thrill of the
find, the thrill of the hunt,
looking for buried treasure,”
said David Ficard of Livonia,
“Tt's just something the kid in
you wants to do. I've had the
feeling all my life.”

Picard, 61, and retired, s the
MTH board president in his
sixth year of membership. He
proudly proclaims being mem-
ber No. 78 in the 35-vear-old
group, which meets on the

fourth Tueeday of each month
at Faith Lutheran Church on 5
Mile in Livenia.

His favorite find is a 14-kar-
at-gold ‘cross with a- carat of
beveled dinmonds, which he
said is valued at about $500. Pi-
card has also collected coins
since he was 12 years old,

“This is just an extension of
that — finding the coins just
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Paul Leonard of
the MTH found
this ring belong-
ing to a Michelle
Long, class of
1992 witha
picture of a
basketball and
inscribad with
Mo, 52. Leonard
is looking for the
oWner: anyone
with information
may contact
MTH.
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Les Cottinghan, right, and his wife, Cindy Shadeck, of Redford Township introduce themselves during the monthly meeting of the Michigan Treasure
Hunters on April 22, Established 35 years ago, MTH is dedicated to the principle: “We leave it cleaner than we found it."
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makes it all a little bit betier,”
Ficard said.

At its annual open house last
weelk, the MTH wealcomed
members and visitors to see
some recent discoveries,

Some of the items on display
for the find-of-the-month draw-
ing included a Civil War token,
an  Arizona Mining token
(found in'Ann Arbor), an 1898
Barber half dollar and an 1889
Indian head penny. There also
was a 100-drachma Greek coin,
a Tootsia Toy car (Chicagn), an
old Buick car logo and a horse
saddle buekle adorned with a
heart (found in a Detroit park).

The Michigan ‘Treasure
Hunteérs was started by Al
Temple when he helped finance
his son-in-law Bill Kennedy's
metal detector store in Plym-
outh.

“T told him we should lay out
a piece of paper on the counter
for people to sign up, and the
firstlime we reached 11 names |
said we should hold a meeting,”
Temple said of the founding.

The firstmeeting was held at
East Middle School in Plym-
outh,

*We had so many people ai
the first meeting, 1 said we'd
better get us a bigper place,”
Temple added, because by the
time a second meeting was
held, 163 people showed up.

Kennedy was killed in a car
crash one year after the store
opened in 1973, but the club
contimaed.

Temple said that at its larg-
est, the group had about 180
members; on average there are
at least 100 regularly involved.
Members come from' all over
metro Detroit and there's one
from Windsor, -

Temple, 78, the former own-
erof an autometive supply busi-
ness, said he doesn't hunt much
ThE‘*Ed&}"’i In his prime, howey-
er, he would put in about six

original owner. School class
rings dre the easiest to track
down, as the school name and
vear are engraved in the de-
sipn. Temple added that some
rings -also have names or ini-
tials carved inside.

*When someone finds a
sehool ring and we find the per-
son, we bring them to one of our
meetings to present it back o
them,” Temple zaid, “Thereare
g0 many stories, and some
tears."

A display with some items found by an Huski and h1s wﬁe, .MIL'E Huslu

of Westland, The two have been hunting treasures for 35 years.

hours 4 day,

“Somebody iz always think-
ingr about, "What if [ could find
this?' " he said. "The never
knowing what you're goingr to
find, whether it’s good or junk
or whatever, just knowing that
you'll find something that has
some worth — especially with
the price of gold and silver
these days.It's a big hobhy.”

His favorite hunting ground
was. an old camping area at
Whitmore Lake, from where he
claims to have hauled in more
than 2,000 coins, ranging from
recent yvears to Barber coins
from the late 1800s,

The MTH helds regular
events, such as the Fall Hunt,
where all proceeds go to the Na-
tional Kidney Foundation. In
Uetober, they have an autumn
weekend away, at different lo-
cations in Michigan. Typieally,
it's held at old government-
owned camps. At'last vear's
event, Picard found a padlock
from the Civil War. His dream
is to search in Pennsylvania or
Virginiafor more Civil War ar-
tifacts,

Most MTH hunts are family-
focused and  kid-Friendly.
That's good news for rookie
hunter Madison Pargolf, 10, of
Livonia. She received a metal
detector as.a Christmas gift.

*My sister got one for her
birthday and it got me interest-

ed." she said of Zoe, 8. “Tve
nsed it just once — we found a
lot of old bottle caps and some
pennies.”

Her desired find is gold or a
piece of & meteor from space.
Pargoff said her interést in
treasiure-hunting comes par-
tially from reading mystery
books, adding that she wants to
find things and try.te figure out
where they came from,

The Pargoff girls were
helped into hunting by family
friend Jerry Wickens, 36, of Li-
vonia.

“T've always enjoved, grow-
ing up, the thought of finding
something exeiting," Wickens
said. “It was a boyhood dream
tomet a metal detector.

“The stuff I find thatis old or
unigue, I'll keep those. If it's
newer, I'll save it up for the year
and turn it in, maybe buv some
old coins with the money, or 1'll
put it back into tools for the de-
teeting trade. Doing the detect-
ing has rea]ly got me interested
in eollécting coins.

“Just driving around town,
you start looking at places you
never noticed before and [
think, “You know what, that
lpoks like an old spot. That ...
might have some potential
[.hﬂrﬂ_, i

Virtually all hunters agreed
they keep the things they find
unlezs there. are clues to the

Thie Michizan Treasure Huntersis
open bo new nremnbers. Neww menthey
dues are 825; anmual renewal dues
e £20), For mare information, go to
hitpy//mthpreatlakesmetal
detecting.com or call Fieard ot
FR-A64-5366.
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