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MTH Website:  www.michigantreasurehunters.com         Club Meetings: 

Doors open at 7:00 p.m. 
July  28th............7:30 p.m. 
Speaker on Fossils - Tom Pierson 
August 25th........7:30 p.m. 
Swap Meet, Gold Coin Raffled and 
Come Hungary for Franks Anatra 
Upcoming Events: 
July 25th (Sat) 2:00 p.m. 
Token Hunt at Bulman School 
(Built in 1948) in Redford.  N. off 
Five Mile on Fox St. between 
Inkster & Beech. Hunt Master: 
Joni Rundell 734-261-9167  
August 8th (Sat) 10:00 a.m. 
MTH Picnic at Dodge #4 State 
Park, Bay Pavilion. 
August 22nd (Sat) Canadian 
Hunt 

Michigan Treasure Hunters 
2009 Officers 

President..............Mark Branton 
Vice President..Vincent Tremain 
Secretary……..…..Bonnie Klisz  

Treasurer…….….Jerry Wickens 
Board of Directors 

Dave Picard: Chairman 
Don Jaeger, Tom Klisz 

Joni Rundell Chuck Williams, 
Alternate: Harry Dayner 

PRESIDENT MARK BRANTON’S JULY MESSAGE 
  Hello, fellow detector- ists, our relationship with 
myself as your president is mid-year. While I feel my 
accomplishments have been minimal, I feel a bigger 
second-half coming on.  We have two new pros-
pects as guest speak- ers.  They are Tom Pieson, 
who I hear knows his business quite well, and Keith 
Wunderlich, a speaker on Vernors memorabilia, in September. 
     As you all know our club suffered a major setback last month 
with the loss of Bill Whitman.  As a result, Ross Soderberg came up 
with the whistle and a possible I.D. lanyard in the future.  I don't 
know about you, but I always leave my wallet in my car, I need my 
pockets for my finds.  I've talked to a few members who have told 
me the same, the only thing they have is their car keys.  Ross, I hope 
you will keep us posted.  My hat is off to you for your quick think-
ing.  As a club we are working out a plan for a call list, using board 
members as the prime distributors of club member news. 
     For those of you that would choose to cross the border, we are 
about to embark on a ground breaking hunt.  The Sun Parlour 
Treasure Seekers and an additional Canadian club along with 
M.T.H. are having a joint hunt near Leamington, Ontario, and the 
date has been rescheduled to August 22nd, given the postponement 
from the original date.  I may be able to make it, I think this sounds 
like a great idea, an international hunt. 
     In the upcoming months you may be tapped on the shoulder and 
asked if you would like to run for an office or the board.  I would 
ask you please consider this and you don't have to answer right 
away but do think about it.  The club always needs fresh talent and 
new ideas.  Our nominating committee will be looking for you. 
     I want to take time out to give a pitch for Tom Klisz.  Our Octo-
ber meeting will be fast approaching and Tom still needs your help 
with donations for his auction.  Please, try to help him out with some 
of your widgets, gizmos, or doo-dads.  I think he would be very ap-
preciative. 
     In closing with this July message let me tell you I will not be in 
attendance for the August meeting.  I have got to take my oldest 
daughter back to Michigan Tech for year two of college.  I am sure 
our Vice-President will do a superb job. 
     Also, as it gets hotter make sure to keep water, band-aids, antac-
ids, and especially a hat with you while detecting. 
Lets keep safe 
Your President, 
Mark Branton 

Refreshments for July: Tim & 
Sharon Standish, Judy Cook, 
Carol Redigan and Bev Robert-
son 

Our Sincere Condolences go out 
to Barbara  and the family of Bill 
Whitman on his June 15th pass-
ing.  Get-Well Wishes to Ray 
Koski, William Locke and any-
one else we may have missed. 

An 8 Oz Silver Coin will be raffled at the July 
meeting. 

Welcome June Guest: Kevin Martin 



 

 

THE PROBER NEWSLETTER OF THE MICHIGAN TREASURE HUNTE RS CLUB 

      MTH CLUB MEETING MINUTES FOR JUNE 23, 2009 
The meeting was called to order by President, Mark Branton at 7:34 p.m. 
with 75 people in attendance with one guest.  Mark spoke briefly on the 
recent death of club member Bill Whitman.  Mark asked for a moment of 
silence for Bill and he then spoke briefly on all that Barb and Bill have 
done for the club over the years.  Mark introduced the Board Members, 
Officers and Prober Editor.  The no smoking rule, 50/50 Raffle, Silver 
Raffle, Membership Draw, Escalating Raffle, Special Raffle, FOTM Mys-
tery Draw, President’s Raffle, Find of the Month and all other activities 
tonight were explained.  Debbie Gries will be taking name tag orders.  
The Special raffle tonight will be a Fisher 1236X2 Detector with case.    
Treasurer, Jerry Wickens gave the treasurer’s report.   
Co-chairs Lynn Walker and Joni Rundell spoke on the Ladies Hunt that 
was  held June 6th  at Mies Park.  Twelve Ladies participated.  There were 
a lot of nice prizes.  Pictures were taken of all participants.  See Lynn for 
your picture. 
Joe Le Blanc spoke briefly on the MSNC Convention to be held Thanks-
giving Weekend at the Dearborn Hyatt Regency.  He explained our clubs 
participation in this.  There is not any hard work so please sign up for a 
time slot that will work for you.  Co-chair Darren Mendrick provid ed in-
formation on the Club picnic which is August 8th at Dodge Park.  The 
Club is supplying hot dogs, condiments, plates etc.   Bring your own 
drinks and a dish to pass.  Check Prober for what you’re to bring.   
Break for refreshments:  8:15p.m.  Meeting resumed: 8:40p.m. 
Ross Soderberg spoke on the 1st anniversary of Tom Weaver’s and Bill 
Whitman’s recent death.  Ross and Joe Carey will be doing an article for 
the Web site on Water Detecting safety procedures.  Look for this on the 
MTH Website.  Jerry Wickens and Vince Tremain have organized a hunt 
in Canada August 22nd.  MTH along with the Windsor and Chatham 
Clubs will put on a hunt in Lemington Ontario at a public park.  You will 
need a passport or the new ID to enter Canada.  Food will be provided by 
the Canadian Clubs and we will be supplying coins etc for the seeded 
hunt.  See Prober for more details.   Rich Mucha spoke on the token hunt 
that was held June 20th.  Joni Rundell found the token and will put on the 
next hunt. 

The Best Find Ever was a success with most participates speaking briefly 
on their finds.  Each participate was entered into a raffle to win a silver 
half.  The three winners were: 1)Jerry Wickens 2) Tom Sniezek 3) Chuck 
Williams.  
Milan Hunt raffle winner: 1) Doug Gries 2) Chuck Williams.  Winners for 
the 50/50 raffle: 1) Ron Ritzler 2) Darren Mendrick.  The Silver raffle 
winners: 1) Chuck Froelich 2) Earl Hansen 3) Steve Plivelich 4) Ron 
Stiefel 5) Tom Klisz.   Membership Draw winner:  Darren Mendrick.  
Special Raffle Winner: 1) Steven Gil, grandson of Dennis Redigan.  Esca-
lating Raffle: no winner present.  No winner for the FOTM mystery draw.  
The mystery number was 621 Tom Sniezek who was present and won a 
silver half.  Watch for next month mystery number you must be present 
at the meeting to claim your prize.  The winners for FOTM 1st place were 
awarded the new first place Silver Round with case and second and third 
places were awarded ribbons.  
Next MTH meeting is July 28, 2009. Next Board Meeting is June 30, 2009. 
Meeting adjourned 9:45 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Bonnie Klisz, Secretary 

MILAN HUNT COMMITTEE MEETING  
The next Milan Fall Hunt Committee 
Meeting will be held on Thursday, 
July 16, 2009 at 7:00 p.m. at the 
home of Bonnie Klisz, 41073 South-
wind, Canton, MI 48188.  The 36th 
Milan Hunt will be held on Saturday, 
Sept 12, 2009. 
For information call Vince Tremain 
at 248-858-7955 
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THE PROBER NEWSLETTER OF THE MICHIGAN TREASURE HUNTE RS CLUB 
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JEWELRY:  
  1st: Carol Redigan..........Gold Cross 
  2nd: Bev Robertson.........Old English Tiger “D” 
       Necklace w/ 48 Diamonds 
  3rd: Terry Clark..............10K Gold 1999 Class Ring 
  Others: 
 Cheryl Jester............Heart Necklace  
 Mark Branton..........14K Diamond Ring 
 Ross Soderberg........14K Gold Band 
 Manny Gauci.......... 925 Italian Sterling Bracelet
 Dennis Redigan.......Silver Cross 
 
TOKEN:  
  1st: Larry Pirochta..........1844 Bank of Montreal 
        Half-Penny Token 
  2nd: Terry Clark...............1985 Hoffman & Hoffman 
  3rd:  Dennis Redigan........”Where A Kid Can Be A Kid” 
  Others; 
 Manny Gauci............Klaren Bros. Car Washes 
 Chuck Williams........Bally Total Fitness Token 
 Mark Branton............Star Theater Token 
 

 
NOTE: SEE NEW FOTM RULE IN 
THE BOARD MINUTES!!!!!  

COIN:  
  1st: Greg Sepansik............1801—1803 Carolus IIII Milled 
          Spanish 1 Reale 
  2nd: Ross Soderberg...........1866 Two-Cent Piece 
  3rd: Al Robertson...............Large Cent 
  Others: 
 Terry Clark..................1889 English One-Penny 
 Mark Branton..............1939 Mercury Dime 
 Dave Picard.................Kenya One-Shilling 
RELIC:  
  1st: Debbie Gries................RG 22 Caliber Magnum Pistol 
  2nd: Tom Sniezek................1859 Pine Tree Cordial 
  3rd: Chuck Williams...........Music Festival Pendant - Dist. 12 
          .Mich. School Band & Orch. Assoc. 
  Others: 
 Quinn Tremain..…......Farm Hook 
 Sharon Standish..........Detroit Police Button 
 Ross Soderberg...........Cadillac Key Fob 1950’s 
 Lyle Cook...................Hand Wrought Brass Backplate 
 Rich Mucha................1847 Rogers Bros. .Silver Plated Fork 
 Greg Sepanski.............City of Birmingham Bicycle License  
 Larry Pirochta.............Old Chev. Insignia 
 Judy Cook...................Radio Strain Insulator 
 Manny Gauci..............Boy Scout Webelos 
 Terry Clark..................Scuba Knife 
 Mark Branton..............1/2 of Holley Tractor Engine 
 Dennis Redigan...........”50 Years of Confidence” Chevy 
           Key Fob Circa 1965 
 Darrin Mendrick..........Glass Bottle 
 Carol Redigan..............Button Cover 

Swap Meet Comes in August 
This year the Board of Directors has decided to try something different.  Instead of our usual August Club 
Auction where the proceeds go to club members, we will have a club swap meet.  We will place tables 
around the hall for you to sell or swap those items that you would ordinarily put up for auction.  This al-
lows the participants to make some money or trade for an item seen on another tables.  MTH will not need 
to handle any funds, so bring change- (coins and paper bills).  As in the past, you can sell or display any-
thing  but with emphasis on treasure hunting items:  Old magazines, books, trowels, detectors, buttons, wet-
suits and anything that will attract the attention of other club members.  You can even sell or trade jewelry.  
Please have items priced before hand and be willing to “dicker”.  We will try to have one table for each per-
son twenty-eight selling and more if we need them.  This will be a good time to meet your fellow club mem-
bers and make some great trades or sales.  You must be a club member to display but visitors are welcome 
to buy or swap.  In addition we will have a company called “Franks Anatra” selling hot dogs, sausages, 
chips, and pop by the back door to the gym.  Plan to eat dinner at this wonderful club event.  Bring some of 
your neighbors for dinner and a deal!  Please note:  All unsold merchandise must be removed by seller.  
Thank you.  Tom Klisz 



 

 

REMEMBRANCES by Tom Klisz  
I first met Bill Whitman at a MTH Mall Show at the S outhgate Shopping Center back in 
the mid- 1980’s.  How ironic that I’ve never been there before or since.  He stood behind a 
wonderful display of coins and jewelry with Al Temple and Jim Fustini.  They explained the 
hobby and then Bill gave me a card which would allow me to attend for “free” the next 
MTH meeting at Faith Lutheran Church.  I was hooked. 
To write a list of contributions to our club that Bill and Barb Whitman made might amaze 
you.  Bill thought of and implemented the Autumn weekend hunts.  The idea for the winner 
circle pin was Bill’s.  The Fall Hunt benefited from Bill bringing and helping to sort all of 
the coins to bury as well as purchasing coins for prizes not only for the hunt but for the club 
in general.  Bill and Barb attended every meeting the club had except when they were off 
on one of their tours of the world.  Bill got many great speakers for the club and it was fit-
ting that he introduced Bob Koch at our last meeting. 
The following are just a few mental snap shots of a good friend: 
*  Bill arriving at the Autumn weekend in the blue van with a ton of food for that event 
*  He always quietly whistled when working on a project 
*  He loved puzzles and mind games and buried puzzle pieces at the Autumn weekend as an 
extra activity and incentive for hunters. 
*  Watching Bill and his brother Harry putting new brakes on a truck at the Mix Fix Boy 
Scout camp. 
*  Watching him thumbing through Hitler’s personal copy of Mein Kampf  in the National 
Archives in Washington, D.C. 
*  His announcement as he arrived at a private beach, “We’re here to clean the beach for 
you again!” 
*  Giving my granddaughter Andie a scooter that he found 
*  Calling me over at a break in the meeting to show me a great find 
*  Ending a season of water hunting by tying all of his rings he found on a string-it was al-
ways impressive 
*  Giving me a can of Crocodile Chowder from Australia 
*  Listening to his pride in his Bear Skin rugs and Moose Antlers 
*  Giving a history of the Civil War rifle from an ancestor that fought for the Union 
*  Admiring his Model A and T Fords that he restored 
*  Listening to him describe detecting beaches from Pongo Pongo to Portugal 
*  Joining him on a trip to Paul Boduch’s Civil War Museum.  
* Joining him on a trip to hear a General Custer speech in Monroe (Oops it was a wonder-
ful Civil War Concert of that eras most patriotic music)  
*  Having coffee at the Ram’s Horn with friends to critique the MTH meeting 
*  Watching his family of raccoons feeding outside his window 
*  Enjoying his three terms as President of MTH 
*  Listening to one of his endless jokes - one for every occasion! 
*  Enjoying a Lincoln conference with Barb and Bill in Maryland 
*  Observing his natural curiosity and constant exploration of new things like geo caching. 
MTH is a better club because of Bill and Barb Whitman.  Bill will be sorely missed. 



 

 

MTH Summer Picnic 2009  —  Saturday,  August 8, 2009 
Dodge #4 State Park, Bay Pavilion - (248) 682-7323 

4250 Parkway Drive, Waterford, MI 48327 
Note: State Park Vehicle Sticker or Daily Entry Fee Required  

 What time: 10am: Arrival; 11am: Lunch; 12pm: Land and Water Detecting 
1pm: Kids and Adult Games at the pavilion 

 What to bring: Last name A-F: salad; G-M: vegetable, beans etc. and N-Z: dessert 
Come out and enjoy a great Michigan Summer day! 

Hosted By: Jeff Kerner, Darrin Mendrick and Larry Pirochta 

Canadian Hunt/Picnic Postponed until August 22, 2009 
   Please note that due to scheduling difficulties, the upcoming hunt discussed at the June MTH meeting 
will take place on Saturday, August 22, 2009, and not in July as previously mentioned. 
   Please mark your calendars for August 22!  MTH, in combination with the Windsor Sun Parlour Treas-
ure Seekers and Chatham-Kent Metal Detecting Club will be hosting a seeded hunt/picnic in Leamington, 
Ontario.  All MTH club members and their families are welcome to attend.  There will be time available to 
hunt on your own (grassy areas, sandy beaches and water detecting available) as well as a seeded hunt with 
lots of silver, clad and other goodies planted.  The seeded hunt will take place on the beach so no hard dig-
ging will be necessary.  There will also be food and drinks available compliments of our detecting friends 
from over the bridge. 
   Please plan on arriving around 4pm.  After some time detecting on your own, we’ll have a cookout and 
then proceed to the seeded hunt. 
   The Hunt/Picnic will be held at Seacliff Park, located on the shores of Lake Erie.  It’s about 45 minutes 
from the bridge in Leamington, Ontario.  From the bridge, take Huron-Church Rd. and continue on Kings 
Hwy 3/Provincial Route 3/South Talbot Rd. for around 25 miles.  Once in Leamington, turn right onto Al-
buna Tline and then left on Seacliff Dr. which will take you to the park.  You can Mapquest using Forest 
St. in Leamington, Ontario for directions. 
   Note: you will need a passport or enhanced driver’s license to cross into Canada.   
   Crossing the bridge: Most things that you bring into Canada for your personal use during your visit will 
be considered "personal baggage" by Canada Customs.  Some examples of personal baggage are food, fish-
ing tackle, sports equipment, computers and cameras (and metal detectors!). You are not allowed to carry 
a weapon, such as a firearm or mace that can be used against humans for self-defense in Canada.  So it is 
suggested that if you’re digging instrument is typically a knife, that you replace it with a small garden dig-
ger for this event.  Also, bringing a beach scoop will help out in the seeded hunt.  Remember, Canada Cus-
toms' chief concern is to establish that you really are bringing the goods in for your personal use.  I had no 
problems going in or coming back from Canada with my detector on a recent visit. 
   Any questions, feel free to call me at 734-673-5074.  Hope to see you there!!  Jerry Wickens 



 

 

How You Can Save MTH $9.00/Year! 
By agreeing to download your Prober from 
the MTH website rather than having it 
mailed.  It will also be Emailed to you.  Just 
send your Email address to 
Chuck7739@comcast.net 

The MTH Club meets the fourth Tuesday of each month 
at 7:30pm. Doors open at 7:00 pm. 
The meetings are held at: 

FAITH LUTHERAN CHURCH 
30000 FIVE MILE ROAD 

LIVONIA MICHIGAN 
(between Middlebelt & Merriman) 

Don’t send any mail to the church.  Address all mail to: 
 

MICHIGAN TREASURE HUNTERS CLUB 
PO BOX 510237 

LIVONIA MI  48151-6237 

MEMBERSHIP DUES ARE  $20.00  PER YEAR 
WITH AN INITIATION FEE OF $5.00 
Membership includes all club functions, meeting & a monthly 
newsletter. 

Visit our web page at www.michigantreasurehunters.com 
Remember, “We leave it cleaner than we found it.” 
Prober Editor:  Chuck Williams     Chuck7739@comcast.net 
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Chuck Williams, Prober Editor 
220 W. Columbia Ave. 
Belleville, MI 48111 

If you have any metal detecting related ads or 
articles you would like to post in the Prober, 
please contact Chuck Williams, editor at 
Chuck7739@comcast.net.  A fee may apply for 
an ad to be placed in the Prober. Deadline for 
articles is the 10th. 

OTHER THINGS  
1.  MTH Nametags are available from the treasurer 
for $4.00. 
2.  The club needs volunteers to take over a number 
of club functions.  See any club officer to volunteer. 
3.  Tom Klisz is already accepting donations for the 
October Silent Auction. Bring your donations to 
any club meeting. 

BACK ISSUES OF THE PROBER ARE 
AVAILABLE ON THE MTH WEBSITE  

Are you aware that all issues of the MTH 
Prober back to 2003 are available for review 
and downloading from the MTH website at:  
www.michigantreasurehunters.com 

NEW CONTEST ADDED FOR YOUR ENJOYMEN T 
One MTH Member’s Number, out of context and 
written out, will be hidden somewhere within the 
Prober.  If that member finds it and comes to that 
month’s meeting and can reveal where within the 
Prober it was found, they will receive a Silver Half 
Dollar.  June’s Number was six-hundred-twenty-one 
and Tom Sniezek won. 

MTH SEARCH AND RECOVERY TEAM  
Team leaders are Don De George, 
Randy Smith and Lynn Walker.  Sev-
eral more volunteers are needed.  


