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MTH Website:  www.michigantreasurehunters.com         Club Meetings: 

Doors open at 7:00 p.m. 
January 26th........6:30 p.m. Potluck 
Dinner, Elections & Bingo w/ Gold 
2.5 Peso and Silver Round Prizes 
February 23rd........7:30 p.m. 
March 23rd.............7:30 p.m. 
Upcoming Events: 
Sometime in the Spring: 1st Token 
Hunt.  Hunt Master:Don Jaeger 

Michigan Treasure Hunters 
2009 Officers 

President..............Mark Branton 
Vice President..Vincent Tremain 
Secretary……..…..Bonnie Klisz  

Treasurer…….….Jerry Wickens 
Board of Directors 

Dave Picard: Chairman 
Don Jaeger, Tom Klisz 

Joni Rundell Chuck Williams, 
Alternate: Harry Dayner 

PRESIDENT MARK BRANTON’S JAN.  MESSAGE 
     Well here it is 2010, and like the year 2000 (Y2K), I 
don't think we had any screw-ups with our time ma-
chinery, except for the fact that our ground is now 
frozen, and my metal detecting days are now fro-
zen.  This is a good op- portunity for us to go and con-
verse on the greatlakesmetaldetecting.com site.  If you turn to this site, 
it is a golden time for you to have questions answered by fellow mem-
bers.  
     As your president I want to take this time to thank everyone that 
lent a hand at the Hyatt Coin Show.  The work was very hard if you 
had the task of loading and unloading the dealer cases, this is not to say 
that every other job was not hard, but I was only available for the job 
of the cases.  This was a great opportunity for our club.  Mr. Le Blanc 
pulled no punches, his explanation of the jobs at hand, and what to 
expect were right on the money.  And, I also want to thank Joe for al-
lowing our club to participate. 
     I think our club has to pat itself on the back.  Honesty and integrity 
are two things that are hard to come by in this day and age.  A big tes-
timonial was the fact that two coins were found, and returned as well 
as a few keys to the coin cases were returned.  This was a very good 
thing because who knows, four years from now our club may be se-
lected to work the show again. 
     My hope for this new year is that we can maintain the high stan-
dards, and goals that this club has always set forth since its inception. 
     By they way, don't forget to bring your ballot for the election.  If 
you were a winner in one of the four categories in the FOTM during 
2009 don't forget to bring your find for the "Find of the Year" 
award.  And last but, not least Tom Klisz has got a mixer cooked up for 
the Potluck, can you say BINGO! 
     See you at the potluck!  Mark 

Welcome Nov. Guest: Matthew Ditmyer 

Happy New Year – MTH Looks Back 
Al and Doris Temple have the club membership number “1”.  This didn’t come by accident.  Some readers 
might wonder how MTH got started.  Al and Doris started the club in 1974 along with their good friends 
Vern Rowe, Matt Timmons, and Al’s son-in-law Bill Kennedy. 
Al and Doris owned a manufacturing company in Plymouth for awhile when their son-in-law, Bill, opened 
an archery equipment and antique store in downtown Plymouth’s Olde Village.  Al helped out at the shop 
and ended up running it when tragically his son-in-law, Bill Kennedy, was killed in an auto accident.   
Al and Vern had some of their metal detecting treasures on display in the store and enough people were 
interested that they put out a slip of paper to see if anyone wanted to join a metal detecting club.  The year 
was 1974 and eleven people formed the nucleus of the new club.  The first meetings took place at the East 
Middle School in Plymouth.  After drafting a constitution for the club, Al decided to enlarge the member-
ship by having a club show at the Livonia Mall.  This show was so interesting and well attended that the 
Mall managers allowed “MTH” or Michigan Treasure Hunters to have their community room for meet-
ings and membership grew to 63 persons.  The rest is history.  MTH moved to its current home at Faith 
Lutheran Church and has remained here ever since. 
We often wonder what our lives and community would be like if we hadn’t met some special people who 
influenced us.  Al and Doris fit the bill as community and club leaders.  MTH is proud to call them our 
Founding Parents.  Tom Klisz 

Al Temple is in rehab at a nursing home.  
Let’s all pray for his speedy recovery. 



 

 

THE PROBER NEWSLETTER OF THE MICHIGAN TREASURE HUNTE RS CLUB 

Michigan Treasurer Hunters Meeting - November 24, 2009 
���President, Mark Branton, opened the meeting at 7:35 p.m with 100 people including eight guests in at-
tendance and our special guest, Col. Tom Doman from the US Marine Corp Toys for Tots program.  
Mark introduced the officers and board of directors.  He explained the no-smoking rule, 50/50 Raffle, Sil-
ver Raffle, Membership Draw, Escalating Raffle, Special Raffle, FOTM Mystery Draw and Find-of-the-
Month.  The Special raffle tonight is a $10.00 gold coin.  
   Dinner was started with workers going first and then tables called by numbers.  Break for dinner 
7:45p.m.  Meeting resumed 8:35 pm. 
The Fish Bowl was passed around for the 2010 Fish Bowl and Treasurer, Jerry Wickens gave the treas-
urer’s report. 
   Col. Doman was introduced and he explained the history of the Toys for Tots Program.  Clara Moora-
dian, hunt master for the last token hunt, was presented with her silver round and Don Jaeger, who found 
the token, will put on the next token hunt next spring.  Joe Le Blanc spoke on the upcoming MSNS Fall 
convention, starting November 25th thru November 29th.  Please volunteer and follow thru with your obli-
gation.  The club is getting $3000.00 for our participation this year.    
   50/50 Winners: 1) Dennis Redigan, 2) Dennis Haney.  Silver raffle winners: 1) guest, Kathy Walker, 2) 
Kathy Walker, 3) Tim Standish, 4) Dave Hackett, 5) Larry Pirochta.   Membership Draw winner:  not 
done tonight.  Gold Coin  Raffle Winner:  Marjorie Picard.  Escalating Raffle Winner:  Larry Prested. 
   Dave Picard, Board Chair and Nominating Chair, spoke on the upcoming election and gave the present 
slate.  He asked for any nominations from the floor only one taken.  Nominations were closed and the elec-
tion will be at the January Potluck. 
   FOTM  winners were named and ribbons were presented.  The 1st place rounds were forgotten and will 
be presented at the potluck in January.  Mystery FOTM was a Confederate button no winner present.  
Toys for Tots winner of the 2 ½ peso was  Linda Shinn.  Toys for Tots Livonia/Redford Coordinator, 
Linda Rankin was given $35.00 cash from some club members for the purchase of toys.  Twenty-six cen-
terpieces were raffled off.  Don De George Fish Bowl Hunt Master 2009 gave a report.  58 members at-
tended and walked away with a lot of money and prizes.  Don also spoke on the Search and Recovery 
Team which was used once this year.   
Next MTH meeting Jan. 26, 2010 6:30 pm.     Next Board Meeting will be first Tuesday in Feb., 2010. 
Meeting adjourned at 9:32 pm. 
Respectfully submitted,  Bonnie Klisz,  Secretary�

Refreshments for January: Potluck Dinner A 8 or 10 Ozt. Silver Bar will be raffled at the Jan. meeting. 

Michigan Treasure Hunters Board of Directors Dinner/Meeting December 12, 2009 
   The meeting started at 7:10 p.m.  It was a holiday dinner with all Officers and Board Members  present. 
   Topics Discussed: Treasurer’s Report    Committee and Job Assignments 2010 
   Prober Deadline and Questions  Silver purchase for 2010 
   Status Belle Isle, State Fairgrounds 2010 Michigan State Numismatic Show  
   Winner circle and anniversary pins November Meeting: Holiday Party 
   January Potluck and Election 
   The next MTH meeting is Jan. 26th and the next Board meeting is Feb. 2nd. 
   The meeting adjourned at 9:30p.m. 
   Respectfully submitted,  Bonnie Klisz, Secretary 

CANDIDATES FOR ELECTION  
For President:  Mark Branton  For Vice Pres.:  Vince Tremain 
For Treasurer:  Jerry Wickens  For Secretary:  Bonnie Klisz 
For Board of Directors: (Five to be Elected)   
  Don Jaeger   Tom Klisz  Dave Picard 
  Joannie Rundell  Tim Standish  Chuck Williams  
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JEWELRY:  
  1st: Chuck Froelich......Mans Gold Ring 
            w/ 7 Diamonds 
  2nd: Dave Hackett.........14K Solid Gold Watch 
            w/ Diamond Surround 
  3rd: Doug Gries.............Detroit Bling 
  Others: 
 Clara Mooradian...Part of Silver Necklace 
 Donald Jaeger........Irish Faith, Hope and 
            Charity 
 Terry Clark............Sterling Silver Ring 
 Larry Prested........1950’s Silver BSA Ring 
 Chuck Williams.....Lady’s Gold Ring w/ 
            20 Tiny Diamonds 
 Rich Mucha...........Silver Butterfly Clip 
 Mark Branton.......Butterfly Sterling Ring 
 Sophia Froelich.....Sterling Silver Ring 
 Lyle Cook..............925 Silver Italy Chain 
 
TOKEN:  
  1st: Dennis Haney........1853 Calendar Token 
           NY - For Merchants to 
          Advertise Own Business 
  2nd: Chuck Williams....1933 V.F.W. National 
           Home Christmas Good 
           Luck Token 
  3rd: Ross Soderberg.....”Rare” 1934 Union 
           Pacific ALCOA Comm. 
           Token - Alum. Train 
  Others; 
 Sophia Froelich....Family Amusement 
 Chuck Froelich....Good Times Emporium 
          Somerville, MA 
 Dave Hackett........John Adams Shell 
           Mr. President Game 
 Clara Mooradian..Cabelas Token 
 Tim Standish.........Cracker Jack Token 
 Terry Clark...........CNM 5 Cent Token 

COIN:  
  1st: Tim Standish................1914-D Barber Quarter 
  2nd: Chuck Williams...........1893 Indian Head Cent 
  3rd: Ross Soderberg............1911 Barber Dime 
  Others: 
 Mark Branton..............1917 Mercury Dime
 Dave Hackett................1899 Indian Head Cent 
 Terry Clark..................1916-S Barber Dime 
 Ted Langois..................1945 Mercury Dime 
 
RELIC:  
  1st: Terry Clark...................Dick Tracy Cap Gun 
  2nd: Sharon Standish............Old Pocket Watch  
  3rd: Dave Picard..............….McDonald Dairy 
        Brass Tag 
  Others: 
 Ross Soderberg.............Vintage Watch Fob 
        “The Marlboro Brand” 
 Chuck Froelich.............Coral Encased 50 Cal. 
        Machine Gun Bullet 
 Tim Standish.................Boliva Watch 
 Rich Mucha...................Set of Keys 
 Chuck Williams.............Spirit of St. Louis/ 
        Spirit of Youth Medal 
 Unknown........................Dossin Great Lakes 
        Museum Lapel Pin 

2009 FOTM WINNERS ELIGIBLE FOR  
SILVER WINNER’S CIRCLE PINS  

 Larry Ciarrocchi Terry Clark     Chuck Froelich 
 Debbie Gries  Doug Gries     Dennis Haney 
 Fred Klemm        Ted Langlois      Nate Larson 
 Bill Locke    Larry Pirochta   Steve Plivelich 
 Larry Prested Carol Redigan    Greg Sepanski 
 Ross Soderberg Sharon Standish Tim Standish 
 Chuck Williams 

FIRST MILAN HUNT COMMITTEE MEETING - FEBRUARY 11, 2010  
The 1st Milan Hunt Comm. Mtg. will be held on Thursday, February 11, 2010, at the home of Bonnie Klisz. 

There will be a signup sheet at the January meeting for those who helped set up for the De-
cember MSNS Coin Show in Dearborn.  Something special is planned for those who helped. 



 

 

How You Can Save MTH $9.00/Year 
By agreeing to download your Prober 
from the MTH website rather than 
having it mailed.  It will also be 
Emailed to you.  Just send your 
Email address to 
Chuck7739@comcast.net 

The MTH Club meets the fourth Tuesday of each month 
at 7:30pm. Doors open at 7:00 pm. 
The meetings are held at: 

FAITH LUTHERAN CHURCH 
30000 FIVE MILE ROAD 

LIVONIA MICHIGAN 
(between Middlebelt & Merriman) 

Don’t send any mail to the church.  Address all mail to: 
 

MICHIGAN TREASURE HUNTERS CLUB 
PO BOX 510237 

LIVONIA MI  48151-6237 

MEMBERSHIP DUES ARE  $20.00  PER YEAR 
WITH AN INITIATION FEE OF $5.00 
Membership includes all club functions, meeting & a monthly 
newsletter. 
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Chuck Williams, Prober Editor 
220 W. Columbia Ave. 
Belleville, MI 48111 

If you have any metal detecting 
related ads or articles you 
would like to post in the Prober, 
please contact Chuck Williams, 
editor at 
Chuck7739@comcast.net.  A fee 
may apply for an ad to be 
placed in the Prober. Deadline 
for articles is the 10th. 

OTHER THINGS  
1. MTH Nametags are available from the treasurer for $4.00. 
2. The club needs volunteers to take over a number of club func-

tions.  See any club officer to volunteer. 
3. New MTH Aprons are available from Debbie Gries for $5.00. 
4. Debbie Gries will also be selling Atlases for $4.00. 
5. The FOTM will resume at the March meeting. 
6. Speaker on the Dossins Great Lakes Museum in February. 

BACK ISSUES OF THE PROBER ARE AVAILABLE ON THE 
MTH WEBSITE  

Are you aware that all issues of the MTH Prober back to 2003 
are available for review and downloading from the MTH website 
at: www.michigantreasurehunters.com 

HIDDEN MEMBER NUMBER CONTEST FOR YOUR EJOYMENT  
One MTH Member’s Number, out of context and written out, will be hidden somewhere 
within the Prober.  If that member finds it and comes to that month’s meeting and can re-
veal where within the Prober it was found, they will receive a Silver Half Dollar.  Novem-
ber’s hidden Number was #219 but Harry and Doris Dayner didn’t find it in the Prober. 

Visit our web page at www.michigantreasurehunters.com 
Remember, “We leave it cleaner than we found it.” 
Prober Editor:  Chuck Williams     Chuck7739@comcast.net 



 

 

OFFICE OF PRESIDENT 
Mark Branton 
Member since: 1976 - 1987 & 2003 - Present 
Other Interests: Nascar, Sports Collectibles, Coin 
Collecting, Reading and Altar Guide at Church 
Previous MTH Offices or Committees: President in 
2009, Vice-President, Board Member, Library, Find-
of-the-Month and Fishbowl 
Reason for Running for this Office: As for my year as 
President, I feel I did not accomplish what I originally 
started out to do.  So, I would like to tie up the loose 
ends.  As well, I liked the solidarity or our officers. 

OFFICE OF VICE PRESIDENT 
Vincent Tremain 
Member since: August 2006 
Other Interests: Movies, Music and Cooking 
Previous MTH Offices or Committees: Vice-President in 
2009, Board Member, Co-Chair of Milan Hunt Commit-
tee, Find-of-the-Month  and put on January Potluck in 
2008, 2009 and doing it again in 2010. 
Reason for Running for this Office: I have enjoyed be-
ing Vice-President this year and would like to do it 
again. 

OFFICE OF TREASURER 
Jerry Wickens 
Member since: 2006 
Other Interests: Traveling, Collecting Coins, Movies, 
Sports, Spending Time with Family 
Previous MTH Offices or Committees: Treasurer in 
2009, Co-Chair Fall Milan Hunt;, Fish Bowl Hunt,  Find-
of-the-Month, Alternate Board Member  
Reason for Running for this Office: I feel we have a 
great club and would like to continue to contribute my time 
whenever possible.  Being Treasurer is just a natural exten-
sion of my everyday life as a controller at Ford Motor Co. 
We accomplished several positive goals as a club in 2009, 
and I would like to continue that pace for 2010. 

OFFICE OF SECRETARY 
Bonnie Klisz 
Member since: 1990 
Other Interests: Collecting, Gardening, Garage Sales & 
Auctions 
Previous MTH Offices or Committees: Secretary, Fall 
Hunt, Board Member, Board Chairperson, and Potluck 
& Holiday Party Chairman 
Reason for Running for this Office: I really enjoy the 
club and I have made many friends.  I want to keep the 
club moving along and doing my part to ensure that. 

OFFICE OF BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
Tom Klisz 
Member since: 1984 
Other Interests: Coin Collecting, Antique Hunting, 
Fishing and Reading (especially American History).  
Previous MTH Offices or Committees: I have been a 
President, Vice-President, Board Chairman, Board 
Member, Fall Hunt Chairman, and Auctioneer. 
Reason for Running for this Office: To keep MTH as 
one of the best clubs of its kind. Also, to keep our club 
financially strong and to look for both in and out-of-
state detecting possibilities. 

OFFICE OF BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
Joni Rundell 
Member since: 1982 
Other Interests: Garage Sales, Walking, Coins, Animals 
and Reading 
Previous MTH Offices or Committees: Board Member 
three years, served on just about all MTH Committees 
and put on Ladies Hunts. 
Reason for Running for this Office: Now that I have 
more spare time, I’d like to do more to help out the 
MTH. 

OFFICE OF BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
Don Jaeger 
Member since: 2006 
Other Interests: Anything to promote detecting and 
old cars 
Previous MTH Offices or Committees: Board of Di-
rectors in 2009 
Reason for Running for this Office: Help out MTH.  
Have held all offices in Masonry. Was Mason Treas-
urer for over 15 years. 

OFFICE OF BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
Dave Picard 
Member since: 2002 
Other Interests: Coin Collecting, Wood Working and 
Old Automobiles  
Previous MTH Offices or Committees:  Three years on 
the Board of Directors (Two years as Board Chairman), 
Milan Hunt Financial Officers for two years, and Silver 
Draw for two years 
Reason for Running for this Office: I would like to see 
the membership increase and the number of activities 
increase and be more diverse.  I would like to be part of 
the pro-active approach to these ends. 

2010 CANDIDATE PROFILES 



 

 

January Potluck Dinner 
   To All MTH members, 
 
   The potluck in January is fast approaching. The Potluck will start at 6:30 PM (not 7:30) on January 26, 
2010. I would like to request some help to set up tables, chairs etc. for that night. If you are able to volun-
teer, please plan to be at the church auditorium by about 5:00 PM. 
   I would also like to request some help in providing dishes for the meal. The Michigan Treasure Hunters 
is providing chicken, buns and three-hundred-fifty-eight drinks for every one. If you are able to bring a 
dish, please refer to the following list to get an idea of what is needed. 
 
   If your last name starts with A – J, please bring a main dish. 
   If your last name starts with K – Z, please bring a salad. 
   The MTH is providing the deserts so don’t bring any. 
 
   If we all bring a small dish, it will allow us to partake in a wide array of tastes and give us an enhanced 
level of enjoyment for the three-hundred-fifty-eight evening. 
   I look forward to seeing all of you there. 
  
   Vince Tremain 

FIND-OF-THE-YEAR CONTEST AT JANUARY MEETING  
   There will be Find-of-the-Year Awards in all four categories: Coin, Jewelry, Token and Relic.  These 
prestigious awards will be voted on during the January Potluck Dinner and Elections.  Everyone present 
(Members & Guests) at the January event will be allowed to vote for what they see as the Best of the Best. 
   To qualify for the Find of the Year, you must first have won a 1st place in a 2009 Find-of-the-Month 
Contest, and you must personally bring your winning find and associated award to the January meeting. 

OFFICE OF BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
Tim Standish 
Member since: 2001 
Other Interests: Music, Hunting, Fishing & 
Research 
Previous MTH Offices or Committees: 
Board of Directors and Find-of-the-Month. 
Reason for Running for this Office: To do 
my part as a member of the MTH. 

OFFICE OF BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
Chuck Williams 
Member since: 2002 
Other Interests: Scuba Diving, Disc Golf, Coin Collecting, Travel, 
Reading, Computers and Woodworking 
Previous MTH Offices or Committees: Board of Directors five 
years, Prober Editor since 2007 and Continuing in 2010, Club 
Merchandise Table, Nametags, Find-of-the-Month, and maintain 
the MTH Memberlist and Mailing/Calling List.. 
Reason for Running for this Office: As 2010 Prober Editor, I 
would be able to get news for the Prober firsthand at the board 
meetings. 
I would like to see more activities that all members can take part 
in, such as group trips to local and distant hunts and other events. 

2010 CANDIDATE PROFILES 

CARTOON SUBMITTED 
BY DAN ALLI 


